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Murtoa College is a child safe school. 

 
 

IMPORTANT DATES 

February 

Friday 24th  Casual Dress Day – gold coin donation 

Monday 27th                                                     ‘Catch Up’ Photos Casual Dress Day 

 

I am a firm believer in State Education and everything it has to offer. A State Education is filled with 

opportunities both inside and beyond the four walls of the classroom for our students. In our 

Government schools, these opportunities are provided by committed and hardworking educators and 

dedicated support staff whose daily work focuses on making a positive difference in the lives of every 

child and young person. As our students, teachers, and support staff of Murtoa College settle into the 

daily routines of Term 1, I believe it is timely for us to reflect on how all staff across the College are 

doing all they can to assist your child/ren's academic, social, and emotional development and ensure 

our College provides your child/ren with every opportunity to experience learning growth in each of 

these aforementioned areas. Pivotal to our future success here are - and will be - the supportive 

partnerships we have with our families. In this regard, I take this opportunity to remind all our families 

and caregivers – no matter the year level of your child/ren - of our open invitation to pop in to discuss 

with me not only how we might better work together to co create your child/ren's future learning 

pathway, but also bring to my attention opportunities for improvement that you believe would 

benefit not only your child/ren, but perhaps our whole learning community. Our friendly office staff 

will be only too happy to take your call and find a mutually amenable time for us to catch up.  

Student Attendance  

School participation maximises life opportunities for our children as they grow into young adults 

because schooling provides both educational opportunities and support networks. It is therefore 

incredibly important for our child/ren to develop regular school attendance habits at an early 

age. Indeed, educational research undertaken over the past two decades has repeatedly found that 

punctual daily attendance is important for all child/ren to succeed academically and ensure they do 

not fall behind socially and/or developmentally. These same studies are also united in their findings 

that absence detrimentally affects learning growth and - most importantly - there are no safe number 

of days for a child to be absent from school. Indeed, a child missing just one day per fortnight will end 

up missing four weeks in a year, and more than a year of school by the time they are in Year 10 if this 

pattern of non-attendance is not disrupted and broken. Also problematic is habitual lateness. Here, a 

student who is half an hour late each day misses the equivalent of 16.6 days of learning each year. For 

all these reasons, a key focus area for school-wide improvement at Murtoa College in 2023 will be 

improving student Attendance. This is to ensure every child is given every opportunity to engage in 

their full schooling experience and ultimately develop the important skills, knowledge and values that 

will set every child up for further post-secondary learning pathways and participation in both their 

community, and future life. 
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Attendance- Family Quick Polls  

I am a firm believer in using Quick Polls to provide families, carers, and the broader community with an effortless way to 

contribute their unique insights into – then inform - matters our school leaders and staff are working on to improve the lived 

learning experiences of our students. Completing a Quick Poll is as easy as clicking on a secure link sent through Xuno either on a 

mobile phone, iPad, or computer, providing identifier information for your child/ren, then completing no more than five (5) 

multiple choice or check-box questions. Each poll should take no more than 1-2 minutes to complete.  

 Throughout the remainder of Term 1, our Quick Poll focus will be on Attendance. Thus, my invitation to families, carers and 

community members will be to provide our school leaders and staff with ‘snapshot’ insights into how you are encouraging your 

child/ren to punctually attend school on a regular basis, and any challenges you may be currently (or in the past) negotiating. 

Family, carer, and community member participation in our Quick Polls will significantly ensure the intervention strategies our 

leaders and staff ultimately consider are not only localised and relevant to our unique regional small school context, but also 

respectful of the lived experiences of our families, carers, and community members.  

School Council Elections 

Lastly, this week we will commence our School Council election process to fill student, parent, and school employee vacancies for 

the 2023-24 Murtoa College School Council. This process must be completed by 31 March 2023. Please therefore be on the 

lookout via a Xuno post later this week wherein we will call for nominations and outline the process by which these very important 

elections will take place. Given the decisions of a well-informed and effective school council are vital to the future success of our 

learning community, I would strongly encourage all community members to consider putting themselves forward to partake in this 

important - and ultimately very rewarding - work.  

Thanks so very much, 

Dr Bec Carter - Principal 

 

F-6 News 
Important dates to remember 

22nd February Foundation Wednesday off and testing 

23rd February F-6 Assembly- families are welcome  

 

Reminder  

 There should be no students at school before 8.30am due to staff not being on yard duty. 

Foundation students continue to have their Wednesday rest days, although there will be testing for these students occurring on this 

day. Here are some photos of the Foundation/One students learning.  

     

    

 



Primary Awards 

The last two weeks classes have been looking at the value Respect. Below are this week’s award winners for the value Respect. 

  

  

Bus Travel 

If your child travels on the bus and plans change, please ensure you contact the classroom as well as the office.  

Swimming Sports 

 Thanks to our junior students who participated in the Senior Swimming Sports last Friday. 

         

BUS CONVEYANCE ALLOWANCE 2023 

IMPORTANT: For ALL families wishing to access the conveyance allowance for 2023. 

To be eligible a student must: 

- A Victorian resident 

- School aged and enrolled (3) three or more days per week at a school, and 

- Attend their closest government or non-government school/campus, appropriate to their year level, at which admission is 

permissible, and is located outside the Melbourne metropolitan conveyance boundary 

- Reside 4.8km or more by the shortest practicable route from that school/campus attended  

If approved the allowance payable is based on the one-way distance to make the journey to and from school. 

If you feel you are eligible, please contact the office to receive an application form before Friday 3rd March 2023. 

For families who have already received a conveyance allowance in the past you WILL NOT have to re-apply for 2023 if your 

details are the same as last year.   

It is also the parent/guardian responsibility to supply a map of distance travelled to your nearest bus stop. Bing maps will be a 

good internet site to do this, and the website is http://www.bingmaps.com/ 

For more information or to collect an application form please contact the General Office. 

Value Award Winners: left to right:  

Alice Reichman, Sway Millar, Kiralee Mathrick, 

Henry Jordan, Charlie Agnew, and Will Rochford 

Special Award went to the Foundation students for 

completing their first week of school. 



 

 

 

  

CSEF (Camps, Sports, Excursion Funds). 

 

Any family holding a current health care card, pension card etc. are entitled to 

apply for this funding. Please contact the Office for any enquires and to 

complete the appropriate form. 
 



 

A fantastic opportunity for Grade 6 to Year 12 students to unleash 

their talents and perform on stage in Horsham Little Theatre's 

production 'Fairy Tales & Pirate Sails'. 

Horsham Little Theatre is an all-inclusive Performing Arts program for 

our youth, providing opportunities to explore various creative outlets 

and skills. 

Please see the flyer for details about the upcoming Information Night, 

we look forward to seeing you there! 

 

  



 


