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Murtoa College is a child safe school.

Tuesday 26

April
Term 2 begins – All F-12 students return

Thursday 28th

Grade 4-6 Dunmunkle Cross Country

th

th

Friday 29

RACV Safety Squad – F-6
May

Wednesday 4th

7-12 House Cross Country (Period 4 > Lunch)

Friday 6th
Monday 9th

7-12 Black Ranges Athletics (Stawell)
Grade 4-6 Black Rages Cross Country (St. Arnaud)
7-12 Black Ranges Cross Country (Murtoa)

Tuesday 10th

School Council meeting @ 6pm

Monday 16th – Friday 20th

Year 10 Work Experience

Term 2 welcome and general announcements
Hello everyone and welcome back to another school term!
Term one was an incredibly challenging term for all. It was our first full term in almost two years, but
it wasn’t without disruption! We had many students and staff away due to infection. I would like to
take a moment to thank our incredible, committed, and professional staff. Your efforts working
through such challenging circumstances and continuing to support our students was inspiring. Talking
to many other Principals, term one was the most challenging we have seen in memory so to keep our
school functioning and learning progressing was a big achievement. And to our students, term one
saw us ‘settle’ back into the routine of learning. I hope this term can be a continuation of this as we
head to something more ‘normal’.
I would like to announce that Nicole Noonan has officially been appointed as Acting Assistant
Principal (F-12) for terms two and three. Many of know the enthusiasm, caring and professionalism
she brings, and I look forward to working with and supporting her in this new role. She will continue
to be the F-6 coordinator during this time. However, she will be ‘branching out’ to the secondary area
as well in her new role. Good luck Nicole and thanks to Joel Beggs for his efforts as Acting AP in term
one.
The end of term saw us celebrate Tony’s achievements and contribution to our school community
during 7.5 years as college Principal. About 60 staff, parents, students, and school council members
attended the BBQ to thank him. Tony has officially retired now and moved back to Melbourne to be
with his family, but you might see him at a footy game in the near future. Thank you again Tony and I
wish you all the best in your retirement.
Term 2 Covid Measures
As you may already be aware the Victorian Government announced a significant easing of COVID-19
restrictions that came into effect on Friday 22nd April. The changes include:
- Face masks will no longer be required in primary schools.
- Close contacts of confirmed cases will no longer have to quarantine – provided they wear a mask
indoors.

They will also need to undertake at least five negative rapid tests over the seven days that would previously have been the selfquarantine period.
- People are exempt from testing or quarantine for 12 weeks if they have had COVID-19. This has increased from 8 weeks.
Here is a summary of what to do if you suspect or have a confirmed case in your
household: https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kc4SO4FqLexA9FrZc_OG1jKdpUAqTje/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=110134894494818569655&rtpof=true&sd=true

Berry Street Educational Model (BSEM) Professional Development Training
(END OF TERM – STUDENT FREE DAYS – Thursday 7th and Friday 8th April)
At the end of last term, Murtoa College teaching and education support staff continued our BSEM professional development
focusing on trauma informed practice. This PD provided college staff with strategies for teaching that enable teachers to
increase engagement of students with complex and unmet learning needs. These strategies help staff to successfully
improve all students’ self-regulation, relationships, wellbeing, growth, and academic achievement.
Overall feeling from the PD was it was incredibly beneficial and built upon our learnings from last year. We are now working to
review and implement the strategies in a consistent manner across the whole college.

Digital & cyber safety series
Each newsletter we will be including some information from the Carly Ryan Foundation regarding popular social media apps that
are used by school aged children.
We are hoping that this will help to educate and inform parents about popular apps such as Facebook, Snapchat, Instagram, and
support parents to make informed decisions.
The misuse of social media and digital technologies can have a profound effect on student’s wellbeing. It is a complex and
challenging problem where we can all play a role to support children. As always, if you have any concerns regarding the
wellbeing of your child you can contact the following people at the College.
Year Level Coordinators
Nicole Noonan (Acting Assistant Principal F-12)
• F-6
Kate Reichmann
• 7
Nathan Sachse
• 8
Dee Ratcliffe
• 9
Shaun Williams
• 10
Anne Randall
• 11
Shaun Bray
• 12
Wellbeing Coordinator: Jan Dunlop
Acting Principal: Shannon Argall

F-6 News
Week
1
2

Date
Thursday 28th April
Friday 29th April
Thursday 5th May
Friday 6th May

Upcoming Events
Dunmunkle Cross Country @ Murtoa’s Rabl Park Yr 4/5/6
RACV Road Safety Incursion at school
F-6 Assembly @ 2:35pm
Black Ranges Cross Country @ St Arnaud

READING AWARDS

25-night Reading awards:
Tilly, Charlie, Billie, Ella
Alira, Marley, Charlie, David, Matilda

50-night Reading awards:
Cooper and Jagger
Receiving their 50th night token.

EASTER RAFFLE
Thank you to all the families that donated Easter chocolate for out raffle. We raised close to $900. A fantastic
result, which the Junior SRC will spend on equipment for the yard. The major winner of the raffle was Christine
Wills, and many other raffle winners (close to 34).
YR 4/5/6 DUNMUNKLE CROSS COUNTRY
All students in Year Levels 4-6 will be participating in the Dunmunkle Cross Country this Thursday 28th April at
Rabl Park/Marma Lake. Students will participate against the other Dunmunkle Schools. The afternoon begins at 1.30pm,
students will be bused to and from the lake. Parents are welcome to spectate.

DUNMUNKLE ATHLETICS
On Friday 1st April students in the F-6 area participated in the Dunmunkle Athletics, competing against students from OLHC,
Rupanyup PS, Minyip PS, and Marnoo PS. It was a fantastic day had by all. Well done to all our students who participated and
thanks to family and friends who came for support. Fantastic effort by Tate and Molly, who both were awarded the Marg Wood
medallion for winning their 800m event. Lastly, a big THANKYOU to our Yr9/10 students who assisted on the events. Without
this support a day like the athletics does not run. You made Murtoa College very proud!

