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Murtoa College is a child safe school.
IMPORTANT DATES
February
Monday 14th Feb
Tuesday 15th
Tuesday 15th
Monday 21st
Wednesday 23rd

School Council notice of election and call for nominations
School Photos F-12
Year 12 Parent Information Evening
School Council nominations close – 4pm
Years 5-12 Twilight Swimming Carnival 2-7pm

A great start to the school year
Swimming standards
On Tuesday, the Grade 5 – Year 10 students participated in the House swimming standards. With
temperature in the low 30s it was a lovely afternoon for a swim! It was great to see students of all
abilities having a go to earn points and selection for their House.
Planning for the Twilight Swimming Carnival will now go into full swing as students are selected for
their events – including novelty events. I wish all Houses – Waterson, Meier and Degenhardt the very
best of luck as they prepare to compete at the carnival. The carnival is on Wednesday 23rd Feb 2pm –
7pm. There are no classes for students in Grade 5-12. Further information will be available from Ms.
Lutze as the carnival approaches.
Year 7 Camp – Roses Gap
The year 7 camp ran last week from Wednesday February 9 to Friday February 11. We saw the year 7
cohort head off to Roses Gap in the Grampians for their annual camp. The students spent 3 days doing
a range of exciting activities, but the overriding aim of the camp was to get the students to know each
other and get ready for 6 years of secondary education. The camp went very well from all reports.
Thank you to Ms Kate Reichman for organising and running the camp. I would also like to thank Mr Joel
Beggs, Mrs Jo Baker and Ms Grace Lutze for helping to make this camp a great start to secondary
schooling for the 2022 Year 7 cohort.
VCE English seminar
Our year 12 VCE students attended their annual VCE English study seminar in Horsham last Friday.
These sessions were important in that they gave the students access to specialised presenters that
provide expert advice on how to approach their English study during this very demanding year. Thank
you to Ms Sonja Barlow for organising and taking the students.

Covid cases and reporting
We’ve had a number of cases within the school community, and I would like to take a moment to
remind parents of the following key information:
If your child returns a positive result, your child has COVID-19.
• You must quarantine your child for seven days
• You must advise the school about the positive result
• Your child must stay home until their symptoms have resolved and they are well
• Everyone in your household is a close contact and must isolate for 7 days.

Reporting your child’s positive test
• If your child was at school when they were infectious you need to report the positive case through the Student COVID19 Test Portal: https://covidtest.educationapps.vic.gov.au/ and notify the school by phone.
• You must also report your child’s positive test to the Department of Health via the COVID-19 Positive Rapid Antigen
Test Self-Reporting Form here https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/report or call centre on 1800 675 398.

Year 12 Information Night
Year 12 information night is coming up.
I would like to remind all those people
involved in Year 12 that Mr Bray is
available for advice on any VCE and
pathway issue. Please contact him
through the college.

School Photos

Tuesday February 15 is school photo day.
All students will have their individual photo taken along with either their class or year level group. Families
can request family group shots – this must be ordered 6.00pm on the night before.
Note: This year all orders are on-line. Please see information slip attached below for ordering. Please
contact the office if you need help ordering photos.

Canteen
Due to price increases from our suppliers, we have had to put some prices up on our menu. These price
changes will be effective from 21st February. Unfortunately, these increases are unavoidable.
See meu attached

F-6 News
Week Date

Upcoming Events

3
3

Tuesday 15th February
Wednesday 16th February

4
4

Tuesday 22nd February
Wednesday 23rd February

4
4

Thursday 24th February
Friday 25th February

School Photo’s – order online
Foundation student’s rest day
Foundation Assessment Interviews continue
Year 1, Year 1/2, & Year 5/6 swimming session
Foundation student’s rest day
Year 5-12 Swimming Carnival
Wimmera Leadership Day – selected students
Year 2/3, Year 4/5/6 swimming session

VALUES AWARDS
The following students received a Values award for their outstanding efforts within the classroom.
Timothy – F/1
COMMITMENT:
For demonstrating this value when
working on all tasks.
Well done!

Charlie – 1/2
ENTHUSIASM:

Billie – 2/3
COMMITMENT:

For always demonstrating this value
when working on set tasks.
Awesome work!

For always demonstating this value when
working on set tasks.
Well done!

Tyler – 4/5/6
COMMITMENT:

Bentley – 5/6
COMMITMENT:

For demonstating this value when
working on all tasks.
Great job!

For having a great attitude and
demonstrating commitment when
working on all tasks.
Fantastic!

MURTOA COLLEGE OUTSIDE SCHOOL HOURS CARE (OSHC) PROGRAM
If you wish to enrol your child in the Murtoa College ‘Outside School Hours Care’
– better known as Before/After School Program we are taking enrolments.
For further information and enrolment forms please contact Trina Gardy on 53
852 381 or trina.gardy@education.vic.gov.au
FOUNDATION STUDENT’S REST DAY
A reminder that the Foundation students have Wednesday’s off until Week 7, Wednesday 16th March. This
is the Wednesday after the Labour Day Long Weekend.
SWIMMING PROGRAM YEARS 1 – 6
During a PE lessons students in Year one and above will be participating in a weekly swimming lessons for
the next four/five weeks (depending on weather and pool staying open). These sessions will focus on water
familiarisation, pool safety and some stroke skills. Mrs Noonan and Mrs Kelly will be conducting the
sessions. Information and a permission form will be sent home later this week. These sessions will begin in
Week 4 due to school photos and teacher availability.

School Council Elections

School council elections – information for parents
What is a school council and what does it do?
Who is on the school council?
For most primary school councils, there are
several possible categories of membership:
A mandated elected parent member category
– more than one-third of the total members
must be from this category.
A mandated elected school employee member
category – members of this category make up
no more than one-third of membership. The
principal of the school is automatically one of
these members.
An optional community member category –
members are co-opted by a decision of the
council because of their special skills, interests,
or experience. Department employees are not
eligible to be community members.
A mandated elected student member
category, two positions.
Generally, the term of office for all members is
two years. The term of office of half the members
expires each year, creating vacancies for the
annual school council elections.
Why is parent membership so important?
Parents on school councils provide important
viewpoints and have valuable skills and a range of
experiences and knowledge that can help inform
and shape the direction of the school.
Those parents who become active on a school
council find their involvement satisfying and may
also find that their children feel a greater sense of
belonging.
Do I need special experience to be on school
council?
Each member brings their own valuable skills and
knowledge to the role, however, in order to
successfully perform their duties, councillors may need
to gain some new skills and knowledge.

It is important to have an interest in your child’s school
and the desire to work in partnership with others to help
shape the school’s future.

How can you become involved?
By participating in, and voting in the school council
elections, which are held in Term 1 each year.
However, ballots are only held if more people nominate
as candidates than there are positions vacant.
In view of this, you might consider:
standing for election as a member of the school
council
encouraging another person to stand for election.

What do you need to do to stand for
election?
If you stand for election, you can arrange for someone
to nominate you as a candidate or, you can nominate
yourself in the parent member category. You can only
be nominated by another member of the same
electorate that you are eligible for (e.g., a member of
the parent electorate may only nominate another
parent of that electorate)
Department employees with a child enrolled at a
school where they are not engaged in work, are
eligible to nominate for parent membership at that
school.
Return your completed nomination form to the principal
by 4.00pm Monday 21st Feb.
Generally, if there are more nominations than
vacancies a ballot will be conducted in the two weeks
after the call for nominations has closed.

Remember
Consider standing for election to school
council.
Ask the principal for instructions if you are not
sure what to do.
Be sure to vote if the election goes to ballot.
Contact the principal if you are unsure about
what is required at any stage of the election
process.

School council elections 2022
Self-nomination form for parent member
category
I wish to declare my candidacy for an elected position as a parent member on the school council.
Name

Residential Address:

Contact phone (mobile or landline):

Email:

I am the parent/guardian of
who is/are currently enrolled at this school.
Statement

Yes
(Mark
with an
x)

No
(Mark
with an
x)

I am an employee of the Department of Education and Training
I am an employee of the school council
I am engaged in work at and for the school.
I am prepared to serve as a parent member of the above-named school council.
I hereby declare that:
I am not, and have never been, insolvent under administration
I am of sound mind
I have not been found guilty of an offence that is, or would if committed in Victoria be, an indictable
offence
I am not a registrable offender within the meaning of the Sex Offenders Registration Act 2004.
I am not suffering from any medical condition that would affect my ability to perform the role of member
of a school council.
Signature of Candidate

Date:

You will be notified when your nomination has been received.
The personal information provided in this form is collected as part of the school council election
nomination process. The information may be used to determine your eligibility as a candidate. Your
personal information may be disclosed as a result of inspection prior to the commencement of voting or at
any time up to one year from the declaration of the poll.
Your name will be included in a list of school council candidates and nominators (where applicable) posted
in a prominent position at the school and for candidates, on a ballot paper (where applicable). Further, the
name, membership category, gender (optional), term of office, office held (if any) of school council
members and notification whether the member is an employee of the Department will be forwarded to the
Department of Education and Training by the principal by 30 April each year as a record of council
membership and may be used for statistical purposes.
53852 381

If you choose not to give some or all of the information requested your nomination may not be accepted.
If you have any queries about the school council nomination process, please contact the principal.

School council elections 2022
Nomination form for parent member
category
I wish to nominate (name below)
for an elected position as a parent member on the school council.

Candidate’s details
Name

Residential Address:

Contact phone (mobile or landline):

Email:

Nominators details
I am the parent/guardian of (name below)
who is/are currently enrolled at this school.
Statement
The person I have nominated is:

Yes

No

(Mark with
an x)

(Mark with
an x)

an employee of the Department of Education and Training.
an employee of the school council.
is engaged in work at and for the school.
Name of nominator

Signature of nominator

Date:

Candidate to complete
I accept the nomination and I am prepared to serve as a parent member of the above-named school council.
I hereby declare that:
I am not, and have never been, insolvent under administration
I am of sound mind
I have not been found guilty of an offence that is, or would if committed in Victoria be, an indictable offence
I am not a registrable offender within the meaning of the Sex Offenders Registration Act 2004.
I am not suffering from any medical condition that would affect my ability to perform the role of member of a school
council.

Signature of candidate

Date:

You will be notified when your nomination has been received.
The personal information provided in this form is collected as part of the school council election nomination process.
The information may be used to determine your eligibility as a candidate. Your personal information may be disclosed
as a result of inspection prior to the commencement of voting or at any time up to one year from the declaration of the
poll.
Your name will be included in a list of school council candidates and nominators (where applicable) posted in a
prominent position at the school and for candidates, on a ballot paper (where applicable). Further, the name,
membership category, gender (optional), term of office, office held (if any) of school council members and notification
whether the member is an employee of the Department will be forwarded to the Department of Education and Training
by the principal by 30 April each year as a record of council membership and may be used for statistical purposes.
53852 381

If you choose not to give some or all of the information requested your nomination may not be accepted.
If you have any queries about the school council nomination process, please contact the principal.

Year 7 camp photos

Library News
This month we are celebrating Book
Lovers Month. Andrea has created
some lovely displays - 28 ways to love
yourself and a board for students to
write on: “What brings You Joy?” What
brings me joy? Students borrowing AND
returning long overdue books!

Scholastic Book
Club
Issue 1 Scholastic Book club brochures
were sent home last week. The latest
date for these is Monday the 21st
February.
For those parents new to the system, cash or cheque payment orders need to be given to Library Staff. If
you have a credit card it really is easy to order on-line through the Linked Online Ordering & Payment
system, (LOOP).
Scholastic Book club website: http://www.scholastic.com.au/schools/bookclub is worth a visit as there are
competitions to enter and all the brochures can be viewed online. Once the goods arrive, we will distribute
them to the classroom teachers or student. If you would prefer to collect the items, especially those
choosing the LOOP option, please let me know if you would like me to hold the order at school for you to
collect.
20% of all purchases made through Book Club goes back to the College to be spent on books and resources.

THE BOOK FAIR IS COMING

When: Tuesday the 8th until Monday 18th March
8am to 4pm (or by appointment)
Murtoa College Library

VOLLEYBALL TOP ORDER –
Must be returned by Tuesday 1st March, 2022 to place an order in Semester 1
If your child is wishing to compete in Volleyball at Murtoa College they may wish order a
top.
The tops are not just for Volleyball, but can be used in PE classes, Sport days and excursions.
Tops will be $45 each and include the surname on the back.
Please see Mr. Bray or any of the students involved in the Volleyball Program for sizes.
Playing Tops: $45

VOLLEYBALL UNIFORM ORDER FORM
Return to the Office with payment by Tuesday 1st March, 2022

Name
Year Level
Playing Top $45
YES / NO

Playing
Number

1st pref:
2nd pref:

Total Payable:
(Must be paid at the office prior to order)

$

Please note: Sizes will be confirmed for your child at school by Mr. Bray
Must be returned by Tuesday 1st March, 2022 to place an order in Semester 1

