
 

From Dr Day 
Dates 

30th October Year 12 Exams commence 

  Casual Day - Halloween 

3rd November Cup Day holiday, pupil free 

18th November Year 12 Graduation Dinner 

8th December Statewide Orientation Day 

for 2010 Prep and Year 7 students 

15th December Presentation Night 

 

What Values are most important to 

YOU? 

Attached to today’s newsletter is a voting 

slip about Values. The 30 values on the slip 

were selected by students and staff. They 

completed an activity in which they 

brainstormed the many influences that 

impact on their lives and then considered 

which values would most help them deal 

with these influences. ALL of the values are 

worthy of being included but we would like 

your feedback on the 10 Values that you 

think are the most important ones that our 

students will need. The final values that are 

chosen will be the ones that guide us 

through our next four years, as we put 

together our Strategic Plan for 2010-2013. 

 

Students from Year 3 to Year 11 will 

complete their own voting slip in Form 

Assembly on October 29th. We encourage 

families to discuss the values together 

(especially those with children in Grades 

Prep, One and Two) – some interesting 

debate may result! 

We’d love a high response rate from our 

school families to ensure our chosen values 

truly reflect our school community’s wishes. 

We value EVERYONE’S input. Slips are due 

back by Wednesday November 4th. There 

will be a collection box placed in the foyer 

of the General Office. 

To encourage participation, there will 

be a prize! One slip will be randomly 

drawn from all entries – this winner 

will receive a $50 voucher. 
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Year 12 Final Day 

Disappointingly the Year 12 celebrations were 

ruined by the actions of a few students and ex 

students who chose to deface the grounds, 

throw rubbish around and break artwork and 

other items. While the majority of students may 

not have been involved it was devastating to 

arrive at school and see our Values and our 

long standing culture of an enjoyable 

celebration with the students destroyed by the 

deliberate and in some cases pre-meditated 

actions of a handful of students. It’s a sad day 

when we have to consider hiring security 

guards to protect our property. 

 

It seems that despite our ongoing efforts to 

educate our young people about the effects of 

alcohol, despite having two very recent visits 

from the police warning them about the 

consequences, some just aren’t getting the 

message. The respect and trust of staff at the 

school, others in the community and the other 

Year 12 students has been damaged by what 

occurred.  

 

I strongly encourage our Year 12 students to 

maintain their focus on study now until they 

have completed their final exam. Teachers will 

continue to make themselves available to assist 

students in the lead up to their exams and 

there is clear evidence that making the 

absolute most of the remaining week/s can 

make a significant difference to final results. I 

would like to wish all of our Year 12 students 

the very best over the coming weeks and hope 

they go on to fulfil their dreams. During their 

time at Murtoa College each one has 

contributed to our school in their own unique 

way.  

 

We look forward to the Graduation Dinner on 

November 18th, where students, parents and 

staff can relax and remember the highlights of 

the students’ time at Murtoa. 

 



Staff Student Netball Match 
Despite some desperate tactics by the students, the staff were victorious in the Netball game held 
last Thursday lunchtime. Although seemingly overwhelmed by numbers, the staff’s skills proved to 
be too good. Congratulations to all involved. 
 

New Shade Structure 

 

Our artificial grass now has a new shade 
structure over the top. The funding for this 
came from the Federal Government Schools’ 
Pride Fund. It is very timely as on a hot day the 
grass is too hot to play on. This area is a 
Primary students only area, but it is a very 
popular spot.  
 
Our next biggest need in the grounds is to 
develop an attractive shaded area around the 
ever popular basketball courts, which also need 
resurfacing, as well as working on the sports 
oval to make that useable again. Hopefully 
these needs will be able to be addressed in 
2010. 
 

 

Education Maintenance Allowance 
There are a large number of EMA cheques in the office waiting for collection. Please come & sign for them. 
 

Casual Positions Available 
2 after school positions are available at Schier Cabinet Makers, Murtoa. Applications should be forwarded to 
Mal Schier, PO Box 157, Rupanyup Rd, Murtoa 3390 

 
VCAL – Personal Development Skills: Consumer Stuff  
 
As part of the VCAL Personal Development Skills Unit 2 students were asked to investigate a consumer issue that was 

on interest to them. 
 

Students were then asked to research this topic, answer questions and provide a summary of the key information to 

their peers as an oral presentation. 
 

To complete the task students have to provide key information to another audience, in this case the school 
community via an article published in the school newsletter. 

 

As with any information provided on financial or consumer issues you should always check the information with other 
sources to ensure accuracy before acting on the information. 

 
Julian and Bree researched “Buying a Mobile Phone” and they provide this information. 

 
When buying a mobile phone there are a number of factors you need to consider: the cost, different plans, security, 

privacy and scams. Whatever phone or plan you choose you must be able to afford it.  

 
 Check out several phones and plans before choosing one. 

 Shop around for the best deal 
 Don’t lock yourself into a plan you can’t afford 

 Consider a pre-paid phone so you don’t go over your monthly budget 

 Use the phone for essential calls and text messages 
 Don’t sign a contract you don’t understand  

 Only sign a contract for a mobile service which provides service in your area –ensure you check the costs of 
all types of calls and sms 



 Consider security on your phone – make sure you don’t put private details on your phone that can be 

accessed if you lose your phone. 
 Don’t sign up to special SMS offers like the ones advertised on TV unless you have fully read and understood 

the fine print! 
 

Ricky has some tips for people considering “Renting a Share House” 

The first thing you need to know is “the bond”. This is a sum of money you pay when you move in to a house and 
when you move it out, you get it back provided there is no damage to the house. If there is damage, the landlord can 

take the cost of repairs out of the bond. They must return the remainder of the bond. 
 

Secondly “a lease” is a legally binding contract on renting the house and it covers things like how long the lease is for, 
how much rent is to be paid, the terms of renewing of the contract and the details if you need to finish the lease 

early. The lease may also identify if you can have pets or smoke in the house. You can always clarify this with the 

landlord. 
 

The landlord and or the real estate agent must give you 24 hours notice for an inspection visit. 
Ricky also suggests that you pay your rent and if you can’t pay on time contact the landlord/ real estate agent and 

request an extension. 

 
When budgeting for the rent, don’t forget to allow for the payment of bills such as phone, water, internet and the 

food costs if sharing. 
 

Ricky has also provided tips for Sharing a Rental House 
Don’t move in with someone you don’t like  

Have a roster for housework – pick up after yourself, it will save you a lot of stress. 

Sort out any problems ASAP 
Work out the bills and the splitting of bills early. 

Make sure it is OK with your housemates before having a party or getting a pet. 
 

The VCAL students hope this information will be of assistance...... 

  
G Bourke 

VCAL Personal Development Skills teacher 

 
 
 
 
 
  

SRC News  

 
¶ AFL Goal Posts have been put up 

The SRC purchased goal posts and padding 

which have now been put up on the oval.  

Thanks to Peter Ballagh for putting these 

into the ground  

 

¶ New netball and basketball nets  

New netball nets have been put up on the 

netball rings on the basketball court, thanks 

to Larry Williamson for putting these up.  

New basketball nets have also been put up in 

the stadium  

¶ Casual Dress Day this Friday ð Theme is 

Halloween, money goes to Sudden Infant 

Death Syndrome (SIDS) research  

 

 

 

 

TO GIVE AWAY 
3 little ginger kittens & 1 black 
kitten 
5 weeks old, toilet trained. 
See Corban or Lateesha or phone 
53852489 
 
 



 

SECOND HAND SPORT / PHYS ED UNIFORMS 
The Sport & Phys. Ed. faculty is looking for any old second hand Phys. Ed. uniforms 

that students no longer use.  They will be cleaned and kept as a spare uniform bank for 

students who forget their gear for these classes.  We will accept both girls and boys Phys. 

Ed. uniforms of any size.  If you have any jade green polo shirts or navy/black shorts or            

tracksuit pants that are no longer used, we would greatly appreciate them. 

Thank you to those parents who have already sent some items in. 

Joanne Baker         Sport & Physical Education Co-ordinator 

 

 
 

Coming events in sport...... term 4  

 

Week 4  

Monday October 26
th

  Stawell Tennis 7 

Tuesday October 27
th

  Stawell Tennis 8 

Friday   October 30
th

   Murtoa Volleyball Coaching  

       Clinic 9-11am 

 

Week 5  

Monday November 2
nd

   Horsham Super 8ôs Cricket TBC 
PLEASE NOTE: Consent forms and money for the above event is due Wednesday 28

th
 October by 4pm 

 

Week 6  

Thursday November 12
th

 Horsham Volleyball 

 

Week 7  

Monday November 16
th

 Edenhope Golf TBC 

 

 

 

 

   
 

Work  Reminders     Oct - Nov  2009  
 

Yr Subject Task Description Due Teacher 
8A 
8B 

Art 
Art 

Pop Art Assignment ɀ Final due 
Pop Art Assignment ɀ Final due 

27th Oct 
28th Oct 

AR 

8 Maths. Weekly Homework Sheet ɀ  Wednesday ɀ> Wednesday 28nd Oct 
 

GW, LD, GA 

8 
 

English Halloween Assignment ɀ Phases 1 & 2 & 3 ɀ Invitation , Menu, The Journey 
Weekly Spelling & Vocab. 

29th Oct 
 

SB, GA, MO 
RC 

8 Inquiry  Endangered Animals ȣ Á ÓÅÌÆ ÄÉÒÅÃÔÅÄ ÉÎÄÅÐÅÎÄÅÎÔ ÉÎvestigation 11th Nov SB, PC, CH, 
GA 

9A 
 

Maths Weekly Homework Sheet ɀ Monday ɀ > Monday 2nd Nov GW 

10B 
 

Maths Weekly Homework Sheet ɀ Monday ɀ > Friday 30rd Oct GW 

 

 

    



 

 

  

 

 
   

 

Joanne Baker 

Sport Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

         

                                                                                                           

 

   

 

 

 
Do they really give you wings? 

Recently a note was put in the newsletter asking that energy drinks such as Red Bull and Mother, not be 
brought to school. There has been some confusion as to why this is.  Recently a warning encouraging 

schools to ban such drinks was issued by the Australian Medical Association (AMA) after several children 
were being sent home from school suffering side-effects from consuming energy drinks. These increasingly 
popular drinks contain significant amounts of caffeine, which can make you jittery and cause insomnia, as 

well as loads of sugar, which nobody needs. Red Bull may claim to "give you wings", but it and other 
energy drinks can also give school-aged children diarrhoea, hyperactivity, dizziness, nausea and an 

increased heart rate.  AMA federal vice-president Dr Steve Hambleton says the impact of the drinks can be 
severe on children, potentially having long term effects on the health of the child. The drinks are energy-

dense, nutrient-poor, full of sugar and full of caffeine. As you all probably know, caffeine is highly 
addictive. Some of the energy drinks have up to 12-14 shots of caffeine per can, and it is common for 

children and adults to become addicted to these products.  So if children get hooked on these, they are 
hooked for a long time throughout their life. There are much better options to increasing peopleΩs energy ς 
ƭƛƪŜ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘΗ !ƴŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ΨƎǊŀōΩ ŀ ǉǳƛŎƪ ŘǊƛƴƪΣ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŀ ƧǳƛŎŜ ƻǊ Ƴƛƭƪ ŘǊƛƴƪΗ L ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘƛǎ Ƙŀǎ 

cleared up any confusion as to why! 

Take Care 

Arnna 

School Nurse 

 

CRICKET VICTORIA 
SUPER 8’S CRICKET COMPETITION  YEARS 9/10 

 Dudley Cornell Park, Horsham  
Thursday 22nd October 2009 

Perfect conditions allowed for a good day of Super 8’s cricket at Dudley Cornell in Horsham.  Cricket Australia 
representatives organised 23 teams from 11 schools around the Wimmera to compete in this modified version of 
cricket. 
 
Both girls and boys teams had three games each and the winners of the day progressed through to the state final later 
on this month. 
 
BOYS    GIRLS 
Game 1                                   Game 1 
Murtoa  0/150  Murtoa  85 
Dimboola 2/81  Warracknabeal 110 
 
Game 2       Game 2 
Murtoa   6/74  Murtoa  118 
Horsham C. 1/185  Kaniva  176 
 
Game 3    Game 3 
Murtoa  1/158  Murtoa  137 
St. Brigid’s 3/125  Hopetoun 100 
 
Congratulations to the students for the way they conducted themselves for the whole day.  They played with good 
team spirit encouraging each other, and also their conduct as we watched the final and travelled to and from the 
venue was also terrific to see.   
 
Thanks to: 
¶ the parents who came out to watch the students play  
¶ Mrs Hill for coaching and supporting the girls 
¶ And to Mr Schwedes for driving us and taking us for refreshments after the game. 

Joanne Baker 
Sport Co-ordinator 
 
 

 



JJJuuunnniiiooorrr   SSSccchhhoooooolll    NNNeeewwwsss   
October  November  

Mon 26th                Mon 2nd                 

Tue 27th      Tue 3rd     HOLIDAY 

Wed 28th                    Instrumental Music Wed 4th                    Instrumental Music 
One week until Urban Camp 

Thur 29th                  Thur 5th                  

Fri  30th  Urban Camp note/money due 
Halloween ς out of uniform day, gold coin 

Fri  6th   

Dates: 
3rd November ς PUPIL FREE DAY ς MELBOURNE CUP HOLIDAY 
11th, 12th, 13th November ς Urban Camp Melbourne 
8th December ς State Orientation Day 
16th December ς Year 6 Graduation 
 

Value of the Month is SELF CONFIDENCE! 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

    
 
 
 
 
 

 

           
 

READING AWARDS 

CONGRATULATIONS - The following students received reading awards: 

125 nights ς Nic  
150 nights ς Will  
175 nights ς Larissa, Cleo 
200 nights ς Caleb, Cody  
250 nights ς Lydia  

 
SRC 
This Friday 30th October the students in the Primary area will be having a casual dress day.  The theme will be 
Halloween and a gold coin donation please.   
 
Urban Camp 11/11/09 ς 13/11/09 
Urban Camp is fast approaching with only a couple of weeks away, students took home permission slips.  This form 
along with outstanding money is due this Friday 30th October.  Students will be taking home information concerning 
the trip along with the itinerary and what students need to bring by the end of the week.   
 
 

Shade Sail 
Last week the finishing touches of the shade sail over the artificial grass were put up.  Students have enjoyed using 
the shady area.  Students still need to be reminded that hats need to be worn in term 4.  
 
3/4/5 Excursion 
Last Wednesday the students in grade 3/4/5 went on an excursion to Horsham.  The students were involved in a 
aǳǊŀƭ tŀƛƴǘƛƴƎ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŀǘ IƻǊǎƘŀƳ tƭŀȊŀ ŦƻǊ D²a ²ŀǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ Ψ²ŀǘŜǊ ²ŜŜƪΩ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ǘƘŜƴ Ǿƛǎƛǘed the 
Horsham Regional Art Gallery and the Library, followed by lunch at the Botanical Gardens.  A huge thank-you to 
Melinda for assisting us on the excursion and Veronica Slattery for organizing the events.  

Congratulations to the following:  

¶ Cleo for having the confidence to improve her handwriting. 

¶ Cody for confidently making his poster in English. 

¶ Ebony for being confident and achieving great reading results. 

¶ Riley for being more confident when reading aloud. 

¶ Jasmine for showing more confidence when completing her work. 

¶ Georgie for being confident in her own abilities and achieving great results. 

¶ Makaelah for having the confidence to improve her writing skills. 

 

http://www.orangebeachlibrary.org/orange/images/Frontpage/books.gif

